12                     NOAH WEBSTER.

Sharon he took the opportunity to study
French with a M. Tetard, a French Protes-
tant minister living in New Rochelle.

From the scanty records which remain I
have traced thus far Webster's early life and
education, but it is fair to find in his sub-
sequent career traces of the influence which
New England surroundings cast about every
New England boy. The simplicity of life
which characterized a province so uniform
in its character was especially evident in
the Connecticut Valley. Here, longer than
in the cities and on the sea-board, native
English and Puritan stock retained the
form and power which an unbroken succes-
sion in blood and a freedom from external
pressure had made possible. The families
known by Webster in his boyhood, among
whom he lived, and whose lives passed into
his character, were a part of the great mi-
gration which founded a new England be-
tween 1630 and 1640, and from a basis of
English law and custom, modified by theo-
cratic doctrines, and partially shaped by a
struggle with the wilderness, built a state
which was to be one of the great forces in